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Charles M. Reeves Jr. built this A-frame qn Cape Lookon1.

Law Used in Strange Way

Titleto N.C. Beach Property Cape ‘Club’ |

Exclusive

Can Be Shifting as the Sand Planned

Continued from Poge 1.

The original owner begins
Tarrens procedure by (ifing a
petition in  Superior Coart
describing the beundaries ol
what he sayx to be his
property.

claims within the boundaries
of_what be says s his land,

Examiners of litles are then
appointed by the court Lo see
;'nb’.hvr mu.pttﬂhntr lﬁ

ly awna property,
certfy that the
3 own the

Costin sad there ix

“'possibility of

County

There falls the shadaw on
the use of he Torrens law
in Carteret County.
eircumstances

familisr enough with the lsw

{6 saswer it cidim. be can than that st Bald Hewd lsland |

ot title o the land.

Ideally, the examiners of
fite woul not certify Ulhe
petitioner’s clom if B were
oot valid and that sep of
the Torrens procedure wonld
seem o be the best poimt at
which to sop the petilioer
whn would use the Torrens
Jaw to gol (ree lind, On the
basiy of infermation on recerd

lln the Curterst  County

Courthouse, it is impossible to
tell whether this requircment
of the law has been mel in
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CAPE LOOKOUT — A
development  more exclusive

is planmed for Z0 acres of
landd Charies M. Reeves Jr
owns here,

The lund, which iz near the
Cape Lookomt Lighthouse. was
excluded from federal
legislation puassed in 1988
Creating 2 national seashere

“Our uwse would do very
Nttle to disturd the area”
Reeves told the Sentinel. “We
have been concermed with
conservation there since we

weni in, We have planied

100000 plants and kave
constructed dikes in  some
places "

Reeves' plans for
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Charles M. Reeves Jr. built this A-frame on CaP€ Lo ;
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Law Used in Strange Way EXCluSI

Titleto N.C. BeachProperty Cape ‘(‘Zilub’
Can Be Shifting as the Sand Elanges: %

e e?\?orlfmre exclusive
Continued. from Page 1.  County, Costin said_ there is  familiar enoughuwith the 12V dﬁvelfﬁﬂ at Bald Head Island
; always _the ‘“‘possibility of ‘fo answer his claim, he can than for 230 acres of

The original owner begins  opce” inherent in any laws  get title to the land. is planned eeves Jr.
Torrens procedure by filing a 240 by man, If the Torrens Ideally, the a&amir}ers of  Jand (I;,harles M. R
g"“““.’l’;, mmSull:)erlo; ‘.c°“"f' procedure is brought properly title would not certify the —owns here. a5 e
ism e IOU] aé‘es h‘.’ and handled properly, it is @ petitioner’s claim if it Were The land, which is near
what he says to be his oot not valid, and that steP Of . no'yookout Lighthouse, was

property. The petitioner
noitfies adjoining landowners
and all others who may have
claims within the boundaries

There falls the shadow on the Torrens procedure _‘"’0“% excluded from fede ral
the use of the Torrens law ~ seem to be the pest point ar legislation passed in 1966
in Carteret County. ﬁfhwﬁﬂm“ﬁ? t{‘:e p;;;(;gzs creating a national seashore
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of what he says is his land. There are circumstances B thes here. ] :
3 i get free Jand. On
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If there is vacant land tell whether this requirement have been concqmgd with
'whose owners live outside of the law has been met in  conservation there since we
Carteret County, or whose many cases. went in. We have planted
owners live away from the James Wilis, Carteret 100,000 plants and have
beach and make only in-  County register of deeds, said  constructed dikes in some
frequent visits to '.heixi’ 1beafch vf.he records “are"abouthas con- | places.”

roperty, it is possible for using here as anywhere in s
1s)omptfone’familiar with the law  the world” because of gaps d Rtlée)'esc pl{ns-k f"\i
to go to the beach, describe  and frequent changes in own- beve OpINg hape DO KION
the boundaries of what he ership records. egan circulating as early as

tually owns the property, If
the examiners certify that the
petitioner does own the
" property, and if none of the
other  claimants to the
property answers the petition,
the petitioner is given a
registered certificate of title:
The certificate takes
precedence to legal deeds the

- £ - o\ 1970, when literature was

ther claimants may have. wants to be his land and In she clerk: of court’s S ot
A A GRAYER WILLIS Asked if the Torrens law | notify the landowners of officz/for instance, a reporter ‘:;Ft",‘b%‘e‘d‘tﬁ'-.“ éhe Bf;‘-g.o“
0T s « . . paid taxes . . . were being abused in Carteret \record. If nome of them is covited at least five pages RNy IO S BN e L0 out

from record and | Beach Club, Inc.

index ~bopks . Chosen Members
wistory. of | préevious Torrens At that time, plans for the
proceedings. There was no
explanation for ‘the missing
records. ol ~
The burden of proof often
"\ falls, then, onindividual
landowners like Grayer Willis
3 of Marshallburg, who has a
deed to a small'tract (50 feet
by 250 feet) of land on Core
Banks near the Cape Lookgut
lighthouse. He pays taxes ‘on
| the land, but is uncertain that |
| the land is his. {
“This house I have was
| built 50 years ago. I bought
| the house and land about 20
| years ago, and I'm still paying
taxes on it 1 ha¥e a deed to
the land in th€ county

courthouse.” i

‘4 Tax  records Lshow that
- Willis has been Paying: taxes
o on the land. ThéY ‘also show
that Reeves, WHO  has ‘a
certificate of Hle for 230
acres around C8P€" Lookout
shthouse, 4oes Bt pay taxes
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The club would be “located
on the inland side of Cape
Lookout, facing the protected
waters of Barden’s Cut
(Barden’s Inlet) allowing easy
access to the ocean without

according o Y
information,
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