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h Lookout. 
Charles M. Reeves Jr. built t is A-frame O 1 Cape • 

Law Used in Strange Way Exclusive 
TitletoN.C.BeachProperty Cape •~uh' 
Can Be Shifting as the Sand Pf.!~;:::'.;;,"!" 

Continued from Page 1. County. Costin said there is familiar enough -with the Jaw ~::~1~{;::;_e;tt Bald Head Islan~ 
The original owner begins :~~!!s in~!~entp~ssi~~~tyla:! to answer his claim, be can is planned for 230 acres o 

Torrens procedure by filing a made by man. If the Torrens geid~;\f/o ;t! l~:d;miners of land Charles M. Reeves Jr. 
petition in Superior Court, procedure is brought properly title would not certify the owns here. 
describing lhe boundaries of and handled properly, it is a petitioner's claim if it were The land, which is near the 
;~aot P ~~ t ;a_ysTb!0 pe~~io:~: good Jaw." not valid, and that step of Cape Lookout Lighthouse, was 
noitfies adjoining landowners There falls the shadow on the Torrens procedure would excluded from f e_d er a I 
and all others who may have the use of the Torrens law seem to be the best point at legislation passed m 1966 
claims within the boundaries in Carteret County. ;~~ch wJ~

1
/t~~e ~~e P;~~:~~~ creating a national seashore 

of E:~:!:/;:; ~u!:s :::~~en dt:t~~~:;qhl:~~:~!::~; ii"a';i,t~f~~o~~~t/t~d~n ~~c~~~ be,~~ur use would do • very 
appointed by the court to see in the Cart t Cou!\tY little to disturb the area ," 
whether the petitioner ac. which title is uncertain. Courthouse, it is"f~possible to Reeves told the Sentinel. "We 
tually owns the property. If If there is vacant land tell whether this requirement have been concerned with 
the exa miners certify that the whose owners live outside of the Jaw has been met in conservation there since we 
petitioner does own the Carteret County, or whose many cases. went in . We have planted 

[

Jl\"Operty, and if none of the wners live away from the J a m e s Willis, Carteret 100,000 plants and h a v e 
other claimants to the beach and make only in- County register of deeds. said constructed dikes in some 
property answers the petition, frequent visits to their beach the records "are about as <:on- places." 

;::ist~:!jioenee~ifi~~te g~fe~itle~ ~iciei~!• ra~il~!r ~~~~i~t~ I~~ {~!i0!0~~~~ be
5ca~~!w!;r~a!~ Ree Y e s ' PI a n s f o r 

The cert if i c ate takes to go to the beach, describe and frequent changes in own- developing Cape L o o k o u t 
precedence to legal deeds the the boundaries of what be ersbip records. began circulating as early as 

ot~~:t;a~~! ~~~r:i;eiaw :o~W; 
1
fhe be Jah~do:~~~s ano~ otii~,/,:t,~ in~

1
:!e,

0! r.c;i:t~: ~~z~ibu~·e~en in m::tu~~3U~~~! 
were be g abused in Carteret record. If none of them is cou (ted at least five pages area by the Cape Lookout 

J!i.!..ising from record and Beach Club, Inc. 

"---- -----------~ ;i~~;ou;,ex t 0
:s, 1.'\rrorded w.h~i Chosen Members 

lus\ory of previous Torrens / l'\t that time, plans for the 
proceedings. There was no c b included a Ii m i t e d 

r
eexcpolardnsa.tion for the missing emb7rship of 500, chosen. 

_ccordmg to R e e v e s • 
The burden or proof often ter~ture, "from those people 

falls, then, on ind i vi du a I considered to be leaders in 
~~n~:;s~!u~~;g:~~~r h~;lli! tberr home communities." 
deed to a small tract (SO feet The ch:>b would be "located 
by 250 feet) or land on Core on the nuand side of Cape 
Banks near the Cape Lookput Lookout, facing the protected 
lighthouse. He pays taxes on waters , of Barden's C u t 
the land, but is uncertain that (Barden s Inlet) allowin a easy 
the land is bis. acces_s to the ocean ;ithout 

"This house I have was crossm_g a bar or an inlet " 
built 50 years ago. I bought {:,cf~~~~ntgion to Beach Cl~b 
the house and land about 20 
years ago, and I'm still paying 
taxes on it. I have a deed to 

~~~rt~~:~.)." the c o u n t y 
Tax records show that 

Willis has been paying taxes 
on the land. They also show 
that Reeves, who has a 
certificate of title for 230 
acres around ~ pe Lookont 
lighthouse, does oot pay taxes 
on Willis' land, l I t h o u g h 
Reeves ''Torrenized" the land 
and appears to hive the best 

tit)~ 1~0II. a notice that th~y 
~oing to take my land " 

w~r~ 0said, •'so I went to Illy 
Willis ]le told me not to 
JawYe\ that it would cost 

.,_.,. -:i.., -. fight lo' fight it I.ban the land 
more th." And, although 
was wns the land he 
Reeve people like W'u!is 
has a Muses there 
to keep ndersta~ding or· my 

"MY u,, WilliS said "is 
prope;t' is not includ~d in 
that , 1and, It !loesn 't look 
Reeves me that anyone can 
right to e in and take Your 
just co.m 11a)', Ever smce I've 
1and th1:rried been going 
been m core s. I guess 
over to re is more 
ml' a ta than anything 
senumen,ouid not sell it anct I 
else- I '~t take anything for 
,vouid n 
it," 

sa~~Cab,~;as or the club," it 

Caribbean~e~~n °te~· rustic 
of southern w~ters >mscent 
Bermuda? The Can. a. • 
Islands? None of the b Y 
~ape Lookout N C Sse, ut 
m time and ' • • o near 

~o;~t!\r!yt:ir:!~i s~~~n~ 
a truly unique vacationa~P~t~\ 

a/llh~~gh 
1
Reeves still ta l~s 

the Bea~h P c~~t r flive for 
the state attorn eve opment, 
office told th ; Y ~eneralIDs 
week that th~ ;nttnel last 
corporation was d'each Club 
1970. ISSolved i 
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